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Shimon Peres has not always been the admired President of Israel. This definitive biography
describes his youth in a kibbutz, his achievements as the architect of the Sinai Campaign, the
builder of the nuclear reactor in Dimona, the planner of the daring raid in Entebbe, and the
indefatigable peace activist .
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Shimon Peres is today the world's senior statesman. He has been in the center of Israel politics for
close to sixty years. As a young assistant of Ben- Gurion he made critical contributions to Israel's
early struggles for independence and survival. It was Peres more than anyone else who formed the
Franco-Israeli alliance key to the 56' Sinai Campaign. It was Peres who initiated the program of
cooperation with France which led to the Dimona nuclear reactor project.Peres in his early years
was Mr. Security, and contributed greatly to the building of Israel's Army and power of
deterrence.Peres has always been a person of vision and ideas. In fact the writer Amos Oz is
quoted by Bar- Zohar as saying that Peres had more 'vision' than any other Israeli leader including
Ben- Gurion.This capacity for dreaming great dreams has however often gotten Peres in trouble
with the Israeli public. The most conspicuous example of this is the Oslo Peace process which he is

considered to be a principal architect of. There was great hope in 1993 when Peres and Rabin
signed a peace treaty on the White House lawn with Arafat. But since then the whole process has
unraveled , and is considered now to have been a major mistake in Israeli policy.Bar-Zohar tells of
the paradoxical qualities of Peres who has time and again lost critical elections which appeared at
first to be in the bag. This is the Peres who twice was an excellent Prime Minister of Israel and also
served throughout his long career as Defense Minister, Transport Minister, Information Minister, and
more.This biography opens with a dramatic scene at Ichilov hospital after the assassination of Prime
Minister Rabin. Peres the long-time rival and at this point ally of Rabin is called upon again in the
critical moment to serve Israel.
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