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This book explores the transition from oral to written history now taking place in tribal Jordan, a
transition that reveals the many ways in which modernity, literate historicity, and national identity are
developing in the contemporary Middle East. As traditional Bedouin storytellers and literate
historians lead him through a world of hidden documents, contested photographs, and meticulously
reconstructed pedigrees, Andrew Shryock describes how he becomes enmeshed in historical
debates, ranging from the local to the national level.The world the Bedouin inhabit is rich in oral
tradition and historical argument, in subtle reflections on the nature of truth and its relationship to
poetics, textuality, and power. Skillfully blending anthropology and history, Shryock discusses the
substance of tribal history through the eyes of its creators&#151;those who sustain an older tradition
of authoritative oral history and those who have experimented with the first written accounts. His
focus throughout is on the development of a "genealogical nationalism" as well as on the tensions
that arise between tribe and state.Rich in both personal revelation and cultural implications, this
book poses a provocative challenge to traditional assumptions about the way history is written.
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Andrew Shryock captures the fragmented nature of oral histories among the Bedouin tribes of a
Jordanian region known as the Balga. This text, which is actually an ethnography, brings into relief
greater concepts of history that are often not obvious. The histories that Andrew collects have never
been written, except a few segments in travelogues. This brings to mind questions about the

unsubstantiated faith in written historical texts. Andrew illustrates that it is possible to interrogate the
oral histories in the same way other historians interrogate archival data. Questions of the source of
the document, the identity of the author, the comparison of data with other sources creates a
"complete reality" of history. While Andrew flirts with this definition of history in chapter one when he
compares the data he retrieves from oral histories to data found in archives, he also opens several
other issues entirely. The oral histories of the Balga tribes are by their very nature fragmentary and
disjointed. They do not lend themselves to a uniform, linear universal whole history. Instead, they
provide only highlights. This brings to mind a question of validity for so-called modern history. How
much is filled in like the archeologist filling in the gaps in crumbled structures? Is it possible that the
Balga tribes' oral histories, untouched by the pressure of conformity, be closer to historical truth than
the modern version whose rough edges have been hewn squarely into a proper line? Andrew also
illustrates the uses that are not directly historical. Oral histories contribute a part to building political
clout and are propagated because of political clout. Moreover, the oral histories play a part in
identity forming for young members of the tribes.

Nationalism and the Genealogical Imagination: Oral History and Textual Authority in Tribal Jordan
(Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies) States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in
Authority and Control (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) JORDAN Country
Studies: A brief, comprehensive study of Jordan Reading Mystical Lyric (Studies in Comparative
Religion): The Case of Jalal Al-Din Rumi (Studies in Comparative Religion) The Shaykh of Shaykhs:
Mithqal al-Fayiz and Tribal Leadership in Modern Jordan Bastardy and Its Comparative History:
Studies in the History of Illegitimacy and Marital Nonconformism (Studies in social and demographic
history) I Give You Authority: Practicing the Authority Jesus Gave Us Aircraft Dispatcher Oral Exam
Guide: Prepare for the FAA Oral and Practical Exam to Earn Your Aircraft Dispatcher Certificate
(Oral Exam Guide series) Textbook of Oral Medicine, Oral Diagnosis and Oral Radiology Men in
Charge?: Rethinking Authority in Muslim Legal Tradition The Jordan Memorial: Family Records Of
The Rev. Robert Jordan And His Descendants In America Flesh and Blood: a John Jordan Mystery
Book 3 (John Jordan Mysteries) Blood of the Lamb: a John Jordan Mystery Book 2 (John Jordan
Mysteries) Blood Oath: a John Jordan Mystery Book 11 (John Jordan Mysteries) Film and
Literature: A Comparative Approach to Adaptation (Studies in Comparative Literature: No. 1) The
Protection of Legitimate Expectations in Administrative Law: A Comparative Study (Hart Studies in
Comparative Public Law) An Introduction to Bibliographical and Textual Studies Escape to Miami:
An Oral History of the Cuban Rafter Crisis (Oxford Oral History Series) Doing Oral History (Oxford

Oral History Series) Threading My Prayer Rug: One Woman's Journey from Pakistani Muslim to
American Muslim

