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Synopsis

a ceWe stormed every classroom, inscribed our slogans on the blackboard . . . Never had mayhem
brought more peace. All our lives we had been taught the virtues of behaving, and now we were
discovering the importance of misbehaving. Too much fear had tainted our days. Too many
afternoons had passed in silence, listening to a fanaticad ™s diatribes. We were rebelling because
we were not evil, we had not sinned, and we knew nothing of the apocalypse. . .. This was 1979,
the year that showed us we could make our own destinies. We were rebelling because rebelling
was all we could do to quell the rage in our teenage veins. Together as girls we found the courage
we had been told was not in us.a *In Journey from the Land of No Roya Hakakian recalls her
childhood and adolescence in prerevolutionary Iran with candor and verve. The result is a
beautifully written coming-of-age story about one deeply intelligent and perceptive girla ™s attempt
to i—*nd an authentic voice of her own at a time of cultural closing and repression. Remarkably, she
manages to re-create a time and place dominated by religious fanaticism, violence, and fear with an
open heart and often with great humor.Hakakian was twelve years old in 1979 when the revolution
swept through Tehran. The daughter of an esteemed poet, she grew up in a household that
hummed with intellectual life. Family gatherings were punctuated by witty, satirical exchanges and
spontaneous recitations of poetry. But the Hakakians were also part of the very small Jewish
population in Iran who witnessed the iron fist of the Islamic fundamentalists increasingly tightening
its grip. It is with the innocent confusion of youth that Roya describes her discovery of a
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swastikaa "a cea plus sign gone awry, a dark reptile with four hungry clawsé +a "painted on the wall
near her home. As a schoolgirl she watched as friends accused of reading blasphemous books
were escorted from class by Islamic Society guards, never to return. Only much later did Roya learn
that she was spared a similar fate because her teacher admired her writing.Hakakian relates in the
most poignant, and at times painful, ways what life was like for women after the country fell into the
hands of Islamic fundamentalists who had declared an insidious war against them, but we see it all
through the eyes of a strong, youthful optimist who somehow came up in the world believing that
she was different, knowing she was special. At her loneliest, Roya discovers the consolations of
writing while sitting on the rooftop of her house late at night. There, & cepen in hand, | led my own
chorus of words, with a melody of my own making.a « And she discovers the craft that would
ultimately enable her to find her own voice and become her own person.A wonderfully evocative

story, Journey from the Land of No reveals an Iran most readers have not encountered and marks

the debut of a stunning new talent.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

Journalist Roya Hakakian’s beautifully written memoir of growing up in pre- and post-revolutionary
Iran makes a striking contrast to another journalist’s Iranian memoir, Azadeh Moaveni’s "Lipstick
Jihad," a contemporary portrait of Tehran from the viewpoint of a Californian-Iranian, looking for
identity. While Moaveni battled her mother over Madonna’s music, Hakakian rioted against a
fanatical headmistress who found sin in a strand of female hair.Hakakian describes a rather idyllic
childhood in a quiet house in Tehran’s "Alley of the Distinguished." She is the only daughter of a
Jewish schoolmaster and scholar, beloved baby sister to three brothers. Her closest friend, Z, is a
Muslim neighbor girl and her first inkling of the stirrings abroad were the political speeches Z’s older
sister and her devout Great-Uncle listened to in secret.Though one by one her three older brothers
are sent out of the country, Hakakian finds herself caught up in the heady togetherness of
revolution. "Within weeks, Tehran seemed to have matured by years. Even drunkards stopped
ranting about their personal misery. Neighbors did not fight. Cars honked constantly, but not in
gridlock, only to announce the advance of the uprising, or the fall of another barracks."She explores
the child’s perceptions: the jangly scariness of her parents’ tense arguments and distressed
uncertainty contrast unfavorably with the liberation let loose in the streets. But almost immediately

anti-Semitic slogans appear on walls. The Hakakians sell their home and move into an apartment.



Islamic dress is imposed and then the Jewish headmistress vanishes one day, and her Muslim
replacement asks Hakakian why Jewish men customarily deflower their daughters.
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