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With Princess Sultana's Circle, the extraordinary story of Princess Sultana continues. The forced
marriage of Sultana's niece to a cruel and depraved older man, and Sultana's discovery of the
harem of sex slaves kept by a royal cousin, makes this brave royal princess more determined than
ever to fight the oppression of women in Saudi Arabia. Princess Sultana's cause is given an extra
sense of urgency against the background of increased dissent against the Al Sa'uds, and the
looming spectre of Islamic fundamentalism. But an extended family camping trip in the desert brings
the luxury-loving Sultana and relatives closer to their nomadic roots, and gives her the strength to
carry on the fight for women's rights in all Muslim countries.This book paints a horrifying reality for
women of the desert kingdom. It is a haunting look at the danger of Saudi male dominance and the
desperate lives of the women they rule.
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Having now finished the trilogy, I highly recommend all three, including the last installment. It's not
the best writing always, but it is a valuable glimpse into the mysteries of female life on the peninsula.
As a man, much of this world is forbidden to me. I enjoy studying Islamic culture, but I am naturally
restricted in observation to the world of men, whereas Western women can at times be with women,
and be "honorary men" in the world of men. So I am indebted to depictions such as this, getting into
the mind, heart, and life of a woman. Sultana isn't always the most likable character- but, at least in
the version written by Sasson, she freely admits this. And there are times when it is difficult to
believe that this actually comes from a true Saudi woman, because of the great awareness the

protagonist has of Western points of view. I appreciate the insights the book gives into one
particular worldview- that of a wealthy, royal, Saudi woman. She effectively communicates the
oppression she faces as a woman, and yet the extreme privilege she has obtained by being born
into the House of Saud. But there are a number of times when Sultana's unquestioned assumptions
are more revealing than her message. The quickness of husbands to buy something to soothe their
wives only serves to placate the women and buy them off from truly grappling with reality- it
dismisses their genuine concerns by encouraging them to find answer in wealth rather than God.
Likewise, Sultana and Sasson do a very effective job of showing the great discrimination by women
faced on the peninsula, but bend over backwards to praise the religion of Islam and separate it from
what Sultana faces on a daily basis.
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