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Renowned lecturer Mark W. Muesse brings readers into an encounter with the world's oldest living
religious tradition, known as Hinduism. Muesse's brief survey challenges the perception of Hinduism
as one religious tradition, showing how wonderfully rich and diverse this ancient story truly is.
Muesse traces the vast history and practices of classic and diverse traditions, moving from the
origins in the Indus Valley up through classic and contemporary periods. He exhibits a keen sense
of the myriad spiritualities associated with Hinduism, demonstrating how the religious tradition is
both monotheistic and polytheistic. With photographs and maps, chapter overviews, timelines,
summaries, key terms, study questions, suggested readings, and a glossary, Muesse's work
incorporates valuable edagogy to enhance his engaging account of the many Hindu traditions.
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I have struggled to digest information from numerous other sources that chronicle the evolution of
the Hindu traditions. This is the first one that delivers the information with clarity, precision, and
understandable language. Beautiful illustrations complement the text and enhance comprehension
so that you remain engaged, no make that ENTHRALLED, throughout the entire book! Fabulous
book that is recommended reading for all fans of religious studies and should be required reading
for aspiring yogis.

The textbook format helps to breakdown certain core elements. The only complaint is the brevity,
and it seems like the whole book is a race. Maybe an additional 100 pages would've helped. I would

have also like to read about the three gunas which were absent in the book.Overall, this is a
fantastic book to introduce you to Hinduism.

The Hindu traditions are so vast and ancient, it is hard to be "concise", but this book does a great
job without getting bound up in deep and treacherous academic language. Excellent resource for
the curious and beginners in learning about religious traditions of India.

For a short introduction to Hinduism this book feels fairly comprehensive. It is well-illustrated, clearly
written, and offers a fairly broad and sufficiently deep introduction to Hinduism. If you are looking for
a short introduction text this will suffice, but it may not be the only one you want for the semester
(because it is after all fairly short). All in all, however, I found it competent, succinct, and pass along
a high recommendation.

A good general overview of Hinduism approachable for undergrads.

The Hindu Traditions: A Concise Introduction All About Kauai's Hindu Monastery: All you need to
know about Kauai's Hindu Monastery Concise Guide to Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (CONCISE
GUIDES) (Concise Guides (American Psychiatric Press)) Concise Guide to Child and Adolescent
PsychiatryÃ‚Â Ã‚Â [CONCISE GT CHILD & ADOLESCE-4E] [Paperback] A Concise History of the
Caribbean (Cambridge Concise Histories) A Concise History of Bolivia (Cambridge Concise
Histories) A Concise History of Australia (Cambridge Concise Histories) A Concise History of
Sweden (Cambridge Concise Histories) Principles of Remedies Law (Concise Hornbook Series)
(Concise Hornbook) Concise Rules of APA Style (Concise Rules of the American Psychological
Association (APA) Style) Music of Hindu Trinidad: Songs from the India Diaspora (Chicago Studies
in Ethnomusicology) Trance and Modernity in the Southern Caribbean: African and Hindu Popular
Religions in Trinidad and Tobago (New World Diasporas) The Chaitanya Vaishnava Vedanta of Jiva
Gosvami: When Knowledge Meets Devotion (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) Hinduism: This is
Hinduism - Learn the Basics about Hindu Beliefs, Gods and Rituals (FREE BONUS ecourse and
ebook on Mindful Meditation Included) (Hinduism ... Hinduism for Beginners, Hinduism Gods) The
Goddess Lives in Upstate New York: Breaking Convention and Making Home at a North American
Hindu Temple 5 BOOKS ON HINDUISM AND BUDDHISM. THE ESSENCE OF BUDDHISM, THE
LIGHT OF ASIA, HINDU LITERATURE, THE SONG CELESTIAL OR BHAGAVAD-GITA, INDIAN
POETRY (Timeless Wisdom Collection Book 4750) Moral Knowing in a Hindu Sacred City Letters

from One: Correspondence (and more) of Leo Tolstoy and Mohandas Gandhi; including 'Letter to a
Hindu' [a selected edit] (River Drafting Spirit Series Book 3) Hinduism: History and Gods (Ultimate
Guide to the Hindu Religion, Gods, Rituals and Beliefs) (Hinduism Beliefs and Practices Book 1)
HINDUISM: Hinduism for Beginners: Guide to Understanding Hinduism and the Hindu Religion,
Beliefs, Customs, Rituals, Gods, Mantras and Converting to Hinduism

