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At Home with the Aztecs provides a fresh view of Aztec society, focusing on households and
communities instead of kings, pyramids, and human sacrifice. This new approach offers an
opportunity to humanize the Aztecs, moving past the popular stereotype of sacrificial maniacs to
demonstrate that these were successful and prosperous communities. Michael Smith also
engagingly describes the scientific, logistic and personal dimensions of archaeological fieldwork,
drawing on decades of excavating experience and considering how his research was affected by his
interaction with contemporary Mexican communities. Through first-hand accounts of the ways
archaeologists interpret sites and artifacts, the book illuminates how the archaeological process can
provide information about ancient families. Facilitating a richer understanding of the Aztec world,
Smithâ€™s research also redefines success, prosperity and resilience in ancient societies, making
this book suitable not only for those interested in the Aztecs but in the examination of complex
societies in general.
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Michael Smith begins his new book, â€œAt Home With the Aztecs: An Archaeologist Uncovers Their
Daily Life,â€• by discussing what the Aztecs werenâ€™t: blood-mad maniacs compulsively slicing off
heads or miserable faceless slaves dying on vast construction projects.Those splash-page
illustrations in National Geographic of thousands of workers toiling on pyramids? The common view
of ancient civilizations, from the Aztecs to the Egyptians, is that non-elites were â€œslaves toiling
under the whip of a cruel overseer to build the pyramids and other monuments demanded by

ancient despotic kings,â€• Smith, professor of anthropology in the School of Human Evolution and
Social Change at Arizona State University, writes. â€œBut this is a highly inaccurate
picture.â€•Ordinary Aztecs were well-to-do. They had nice things: bronze bells and needles, crystal
jewelry, musical instruments. Noble households had nice things, too; they just had more of them.
And everyone wanted the latest styles from Tenochtitlan.â€œIt was a little bit surprising to me,â€•
said Smith, director of the ASU Teotihuacan Laboratory in Mexico City. â€œI began with the sort of
typical view that these farmers were downtrodden, and serfs or slaves. Finding evidence of a very
prosperous, high quality of life was pretty surprising to me.â€•Cover of Michael Smith's book about
life among the Aztecs.The book explores three stories simultaneously: the title subject; what itâ€™s
like working on a dig in Mexico; and his experiences raising two daughters while uncovering ancient
towns.â€œI thought should try something for a popular audience,â€• Smith said. An agent and a
writing coach told him he needed more stories in the book.

At Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist Uncovers Their Daily Life Daily Life of the Aztecs, 2nd
Edition Colonial period and early 19th century children's toy marbles: History and identifications for
the archaeologist and collector Feng Shui: Wellness and Peace- Interior Design, Home Decorating
and Home Design (peace, home design, feng shui, home, design, home decor, prosperity) Home
Security: Top 10 Home Security Strategies to Protect Your House and Family Against Criminals and
Break-ins (home security monitor, home security system diy, secure home network) Daily Life in the
Inca Empire (The Daily Life Through History Series) Daily Life in the Medieval Islamic World (Daily
Life Through History) Gardening: Air-Cleaning House Plants to Purify Your Home - DIY Home,
Home Gardening & Indoor Gardening (Healthy Home, Gardening for Beginners, Container ...
Hacks, Healthier You, Outdoor Gardening) The Mighty Aztecs The Angry Aztecs and the Incredible
Incas (Horrible Histories Collections) Mexico: From the Olmecs to the Aztecs (Ancient Peoples and
Places) Aztecs (Civilization Project Book) History of Mexico. From the Aztecs to Porfirio Diaz The
Aztecs: People of the Sun (Civilization of the American Indian) A Smart Kids Guide To EARLY
NORTH AMERICA AZTECS: A World Of Learning At Your Fingertips Incas, Aztecs and Mayas
Coloring Book Aztecs on Stage: Religious Theater in Colonial Mexico Daily Reading
Comprehension (Daily Practice Books, Grade 5) Diabetes Journal Log Book: Portable 6in x 9in
Diabetes, Blood Sugar Log. Daily Readings For 53 weeks. Before & After for Breakfast, Lunch ,
Dinner, Snacks. Bedtime. With Daily Notes (Fitness) Daily Reading Comprehension, Grade 3 (Daily
Reading Comprehension)

